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PREFACE 

This free e-book has been written to help ordinary people understand political phenomena better, and it continues with the underlying philosophy of empowerment of ordinary people – through the acquisition of knowledge that can facilitate progressive social change. 
One definition of politics is “who gets what, when, where and how” while another (in colloquial American English) is “them as has, gits”, i.e. those who have a lot, will get more – using the political system to their advantage. 

Political phenomena is unavoidable – it touches the lives of all people, even those who consider themselves to be “apolitical” and who have low regard for politics and politicians. Politicians and the social groups supporting them win political power, gain control of the machinery of the State, and use these to formulate and implement policies which touch us all, e.g. through fiscal policy (taxing the people and spending public money), passing laws that regulate and control individual behaviour (such as making certain behaviour illegal, e.g.  forbidding smoking in restaurants in Malaysia, while making other behaviour compulsory, e.g. compulsory “national service” in the armed forces of Singapore), favouring certain groups (e.g. Republican Party politicians introducing tax cuts for already wealthy people in the USA), passing laws that discriminate against or protect minority groups, providing health and other social services (free or heavily subsidised) to citizens and other eligible people, such as the National Health Service in the UK, etc.    
This free e-book has been written as a public service by the author. The aim is to enable readers to learn about “political science” (or “politics” in British usage) written from a pro-people and politically progressive angle. 
Kai-Lit Phua, PhD  FLMI

Shah Alam, Malaysia

February 2018
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A Dictionary of Politics for Ordinary People
Anarchism 
   This refers to the ideology that wants to abolish the State so as to enable human beings to live in a state of co-operation, mutual help, and freedom from the “tyranny of the State”. Critics of anarchism argue that anarchists have too optimistic a view of human nature and that this ideology is an example of utopianism (unrealistic, utopian thinking). Important anarchist thinkers include the Russians Pyotr Kropotkin and Mikhail Bakunin. Anarchism has never been a major force in Malaysian politics.  
Capitalism
   This refers to an economic system based on private property, the profit motive, and the primacy of the market in economic relations. Individuals and private corporations own the means of production and engage in production and sale of goods and services primarily to make a profit. There are many versions of capitalism and these range from American capitalism, Japanese capitalism, South Korean capitalism, Singaporean capitalism, Swedish capitalism and so on. There is also a form of capitalism in contemporary “Communist” China. The American version of capitalism has a strong anti-government ideological flavour but American capitalists do not hesitate to seek government bailouts - using public money - when economic crises arise (e.g. as in the economic crisis that started in 2008). 

Malaysia’s version of capitalism has been called “crony capitalism” because the government intervenes in the market to favour particular individuals and social groups, e.g. awarding contracts in a non-competitive and non-transparent manner to private sector companies, selective funding or support of private business using ethnic group criteria.    
Centrist

   A centrist political party is one that is basically pragmatic in its policies and does not follow left-wing ideologies such as Social Democracy and Communism or right-wing ideologies such as Conservatism and Fascism. It is probably safe to classify PKR as a centrist Malaysian political party (although the moderately left wing Parti Rakyat Malaysia merged with Keadilan to form the PKR).   
Clerico-fascism

   This term refers to political movements that combine fascist thinking (such as racism and race supremacy, strong ethnic nationalism, contempt and hatred of out-groups) with extremist versions of religion (such as Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Judaism etc). An example of clerico-fascism from the past is the Iron Guard of Romania during the World War Two years. Contemporary examples of clerico-fascism include much of the Christian Right in the USA, a particular segment of PAS in Malaysia, the BJP or Bharatiya Janata Party in India, some of the right-wing political parties in Israeli politics).   
Communism 
   Before the collapse of Communism in the former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, it claimed to be heavily influenced by the thinking of Karl Marx and Lenin (or “Marxism-Leninism”). At its height, Communist political parties ruled in the Soviet Union, China, Mongolia, much of Eastern and Central Europe, North Korea, Indochina (Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos), Cuba and parts of Africa. Notable features of Communist rule in the past include political authoritarianism (including repression of competing political parties and political movements), lack of an independent press, ideological indoctrination in schools and via the mass media, central planning in economic affairs, imprisonment and harsh treatment of political dissidents, etc. Some of the positive features of Communist rule include free or very low cost healthcare, little or no unemployment (although underemployment may be significant), low cost public transport. There have been different and competing versions of Communism, e.g. the rivalry between pro-Moscow and pro-Beijing Communist parties in the past, Trotskyist versions of Communism, ultra-radical versions such as that of the Khmer Rouge which ruled Cambodia from 1975-1979.  
After the collapse of Communist rule in the former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, Communism has undergone changes and regimes such as that of China has even accepted many aspects of capitalism in its economic system. Current  Communist regimes such as those of China, North Korea, Vietnam and Cuba continue to pay lip service to Marxism and Marxist ideals.   

Note that not all Marxist political parties can be classified as Communist, i.e. especially those which reject the Leninist principle of so-called “democratic centralism” (all party members are required to unquestioningly follow the directives and policies decided upon by a Central Committee of a few individual leaders). Also note that during the height of Communism, certain Communist parties such as those of West Bengal in India and the PCI (Communist Party of Italy) rejected armed struggle and participated in democratic elections for political power. 

In Malayan/Malaysian politics, the CPM (Communist Party of Malaya) led by Chin Peng was a major player especially during World War Two (during which it organised and led the MPAJA or Malayan Peoples’ Anti-Japanese Army) and until their defeat at the end of the Emergency which lasted from 1948-1960.  
Conservatism

   This refers to political ideologies that want to preserve the political and economic status quo, resist radical social change and oppose social or political movements that promote radical change. Conservative political parties usually defend economic inequality (such as existing unequal distributions of income and wealth) and social hierarchy (unequal relations between ethnic groups or religious groups or between men and women). In the USA and the UK, their respective conservative political parties (the Republican Party and the Conservative and Unionist Party) oppose policies that attempt to tax higher income people more heavily so as to fund socio-economic programmes that benefit poor people. In Malaysia, the conservative UMNO is guided by the principle of Ketuanan Melayu (Malay Supremacy) and argue that Malays should be dominant politically in the country. The confessional political party PAS (“confessional” means a party that claims to be guided by religion) constantly attempts to promote the concept of the Islamic State and bring about its realisation in Malaysia.   
Corruption 
   Corruption in politics refers to abuse of public office for material or personal gain. Examples include political leaders or civil servants who siphon off public funds for their own use, or who obtain financial “kickbacks” from private sector companies which they have awarded contracts to, accept large sums of money and other gifts from members of the public in return for political favours, misuse and abuse public property (such as using government airplanes for private holidays, shopping sprees and other non-official activities), extortion of money from passers-by by low level police personnel, and so on.    
Crony capitalism

   This term gained currency during the Presidency of Ferdinand Marcos who ruled the Philippines from 1965-1986. During his time in office (he was forced out by a People Power popular uprising in 1986), his cronies – i.e. politically-connected people – were granted monopolies in order to extract “economic rent” from the people. For example, a monopoly to buy and process coconuts was granted to one of his cronies. Examples of crony capitalism include a license granted solely to one politically-linked individual or company to import a particular product from overseas, and the granting of other market advantages through government fiat. In Malaysia, all Ministry of Health units are forced to buy their pharmaceutical products from only one private sector company (which take this opportunity to charge high prices). 
Coup d’etat

   Illegal seizure of political power, often through the use of force and violence. This term is usually applied to cases where the military seize control of the government of a country through force. Sometime, coups are encouraged through the intervention of foreign powers, e.g. the US government encouraging the Chilean military to overthrow the Marxist regime of Dr Salvador Allende and seize power in 1973.  
Democracy

   Democracy simply means “rule by the people”. This term is contentious since all sorts of regimes claim to be democratic and to represent the will of the people. For example, Indonesian President Sukarno called his version of authoritarian rule “Guided Democracy”. Even totalitarian regimes such as that of North Korea calls itself the “Democratic People’s Republic of Korea”.  
Ethnic identity

   Nowadays, ethnicity (or “race” as it is popularly known in Malaysia) is widely regarded by social scientists as a socially constructed phenomenon that can come into being, evolve over time and even disappear completely. For example, an “Indian” identity has emerged in Malaysia and this identity is commonly and even officially ascribed to groups as diverse as the Tamils, Malayalees, Gujaratis, Bengalis, Punjabis, Singhalese and so on. A “Peranakan Chinese” identity emerged in Penang, Melaka and Singapore in the past and it is slowly disappearing as the Peranakan Chinese become re-sinicized and start merging back into the dominant “Chinese” mainstream. Among the Malays, ethnic identities such as those of the “Bugis”, “Mandailing” and so on have practically disappeared and it is uncommon for Malaysian Malays to describe themselves as such today. In Malaysia, a “Malay” is defined by the Constitution (i.e. politically/legally defined) as a person who is a Muslim, habitually speaks Malay and who follows Malay customs and traditions. This gives rise to ethnic “boundary maintenance” problems in the case of a Malay who converts to another religion, or an Indian Muslim who does not habitually speak Malay, or an immigrant from a part of Indonesia or from Bangladesh who does not follow Malay customs and traditions.  

In South Africa, there is an ethnic group called the “Coloureds” (descended from sexual unions between whites and blacks) but there is no such group in the USA. In the USA,   the “One Drop” (of blood) rule means that a person who has a black ancestor a few generations ago is classified by the rest of society as black, no matter how white he or she looks. President Barack Obama is classified as black although he has a white mother. In the past in the USA, some black people who looked very white “passed for white” by hiding their black ancestry and living in white communities and behaving like whites.  

Ethnic minority

   An ethnic minority is a group of people who are numerically smaller than the majority group in a particular society, and considered to be different from them in major aspects. Ethnic minorities are often socio-economically disadvantaged (poorer, less educated, discriminated against in terms of hiring and promotion in the job market, segregated into and living in less desirable residential areas) as compared to the majority ethnic group. Ethnic minorities also tend to be politically weaker. In some countries, ethnic minorities may be relatively wealthy but, because they are politically weak, they often suffer from institutional racism and institutional discrimination (i.e. customs, traditions and laws that discriminate against them). In Uganda, the relatively wealthy East Indian ethnic minority was even expelled, on short notice, by its black African (from the Kakwa tribe) ruler Idi Amin in the early 1970s. In contemporary Myanmar (Burma), the ethnic Bengali Rohingya people have been severely persecuted and have been forced to flee for their lives from the country in “ethnic-cleansing” style.   
Discrimination

   “Discrimination” is actual behaviour while “prejudice” are feelings that classify people into different categories (such as “inferior/superior” or “worthy/unworthy”) on the basis of ethnicity, gender, social class, age, sexual orientation, educational level and so on. People with darker skin, women, poor people, old people, homosexuals, illiterate people are often subjected to negative and discriminatory treatment ( including violence) by the rest of society. In India with its caste system, outcaste Dalit experience systematic heavy discrimination and periodic violence at the hands of higher caste groups. In England, there is also “gingerism” (prejudice and discrimination against white people with reddish hair).  

Fascism

   Fascism is a far right political ideology characterised by ultranationalism, racism and hatred against “outgroups” (such as Jews, blacks, homosexuals, ethnic minorities), militarism, authoritarianism, and political worship of strong authoritarian or dictatorial leaders. Classic fascist movements include the Nazis of Hitler’s Germany and the Fascists of Mussolini’s Italy. The Nazis argued that German “Aryans” are the Master Race and were violently anti-semitic. White Supremacists in the USA are strongly anti-black and anti-semitic. There were also strong fascist movements in Hungary (the Arrow Cross), Romania (the Iron Guard) and Croatia (Ustase or Ustasha) in the past. Some contemporary far right European political parties have been classified as neo-fascist as they are very nationalist, anti-immigrant and strongly anti-Muslim.

Feminism

   The movement to promote equality between men and women, and to fight for women’s rights (the right to education, employment outside the home, reproductive rights, an end to sexual harassment, etc) is a major expression of feminism. Feminists fight for equal treatment of women, both informally and legally, in what they call “patriarchal societies” (societies dominated by men). There are different versions of feminism, e.g. liberal feminism, Marxist feminism, radical feminism.  

Green Politics

   Out of frustration with mainstream political parties, some of the environmental activists of the 1960s and 1970s in the West decided to form political parties (so-called “Green” parties) to push their agenda. One of the first was the Die Grunen of then West Germany. Today, Green parties are major players in the politics of some countries – with some of them joining with other political parties to form national governments, e.g. red-green (Social Democrat-Green) coalitions in Germany. The Green movement is relatively weak in Malaysia, and no Green political party has emerged yet. Some Green activist groups are well known for their activism, e.g. Greenpeace and its campaign against whaling, including using speedboats to interfere with whaling operations.  
Hegemony

    Domination of one group by another – usually applied to the sphere of international relations (relations between nation-states) or ideological domination within a particular society (getting subordinated people to think in certain ways and accept certain values). The Italian political thinker Antonio Gramsci argued that the ideas of the ruling class in capitalist society are usually promoted such that subordinate working class people actually accept these ideas as valid (even though these ideas serve to benefit the capitalists at their expense). For example, in Japan, the work culture is such that employees work very long hours – to the detriment of their personal and family lives, with some even dying from overwork (death from overwork is called “karoshi”). In other capitalist countries such as the USA, many working class people think their country is a “land of opportunity” and that the economic system based on capitalism is fair. They think that if they are poor, it is their own fault, i.e. due to their lack of skills, education and experience. French theorist Louis Althusser argued that the ruling class in capitalist society maintain their hegemony through use of the “ideological state apparatus” (e.g. the education system, religion). If this fails, they will turn to the “repressive state apparatus” (the courts, the police, the military) to maintain control and continued dominance.    
Inflation

   Inflation occurs when there is a rise in the Consumer Price Index of a particular country. The CPI is derived by measuring the prices of a specific bundle of goods and services in a particular country and constructing the index for it. Typically, the base year is given a CPI of 100, and if the CPI for the next year is 104, this means that the rate of inflation is 4%. There is demand-pull inflation and there is cost-push inflation. The first term refers to rising prices due to higher market demand while the second term refers to higher prices because of increases in the price of primary commodities (such as oil or iron) used in the production of goods. Governments can try to make the inflation rate seem to be lower than it actually is by including price controlled items in the bundle of goods and services used to derive the CPI.      
Kakistocracy

   Kakistocracy means rule by the worst elements of a particular society, e.g. domination of a country’s or region’s political system by criminal elements. An example would be the Mafia domination of politics and the courts on the island of Sicily in Italy.
Kleptocracy

   This term simply means “rule by thieves” i.e. the people who hold political power are thieves who steal from the people. Theft typically occur via misappropriation of public funds, e.g. publicly-funded contracts are awarded to proxy companies, massive overcharging of the government for goods or services supplied, ruling regime politicians getting financial kickbacks from the contracts they award to private sector companies, diverting public funds into one’s own pockets, misuse and abuse of public funds and facilities (such as building an expensive palace complex for oneself using government money like President Jacob Zuma in South Africa). Foreign aid can also be partially diverted by ruling regime kleptocrats. Notorious kleptocratic regimes include that of the Philippines under the rule of Ferdinand Marcos, Zimbabwe under Robert Mugabe, and Zaire under Mobutu Sese Seko.       

Left Wing

    The term Left Wing comes from the French Revolution of the late 18th century where politicians who supported radical change sat on the left side of the National Assembly while politicians who opposed radical change sat on the right side of the National Assembly. In modern politics, the term Left Wing is usually applied to political parties which are influenced by socialist ideas or environmentalism, e.g. Social Democratic political parties (such as the SAP or Social Democratic Workers’ Party of Sweden), Communist political parties (such as the PCC or Communist Party of Cuba) and Green political parties (such as Alliance 90/The Greens of Germany). Malaysian political parties which can be considered Left Wing would include the DAP (non-Marxist, Social Democratic and moderately left wing) and the Parti Sosialis Malaysia (Marxist left).    
Legitimacy

   Legitimacy exists in situations where subordinates accept their lower positions within a hierarchy and willingly follow orders given to them by their “superiors”. For example, in the workplace, workers usually follow the orders of their supervisors. In nations, when laws are passed by regimes with a high degree of legitimacy (such as those which come into power through competitive elections), its citizens usually hold the view that such regimes have the right to do so, and that citizens should obey the laws passed.    
Liberalism 

   This is a political ideology that places primary emphasis on individual rights and places restrictions on the power of the state to regulate the lives and behaviour of citizens. John Stuart Mill is one of the most famous philosophers of liberalism (e.g. as in his book “On Liberty”). He argued that there should be tolerance of different viewpoints (including freedom of religion), ideas should be allowed to compete in the political marketplace and that this would help to enhance society. Liberals usually support government action to promote “equality of opportunity”, although they favour limited government. John Rawls is one of the most prominent philosophers in modern liberalism. 
Libertarianism
   This is an ideology that argues for total freedom of the individual in economic activities as well as social behaviour. Libertarians idealise “the market” and argue that market mechanisms coupled with individual freedom would be the ideal social arrangement. The state should only act as a “night watchman” and provide services such as the preservation of law and order and enforcement of contracts. American Libertarians are in favour of privatising prisons, privatising Social Security, private schools, drastically reducing the role of government in the provision of social services, etc. Robert Nozick and Ayn Rand are important figures in libertarian thought.   
Machiavellian

   This term comes from the name of the Florentine political thinker Niccolo Machiavelli. In his book The Prince, Machiavelli discussed ways in which a ruler can maintain political power and build a strong state – at all costs and without any scruples whatsoever. For example, there is the cynical advice that a Ruler does not need to be good, but just appear to be good. In politics, a Machiavellian politician is one who will stop at nothing (i.e. lie, cheat, bribe, manipulate, threaten, kill etc.) to win and keep political power and to eliminate political rivals and defeat opposing political movements.    
Marxism
   Marxism refers to the ideas and teachings of Karl Marx that have influenced political, economic or social thought. Some of the more radical Socialist political parties and all Communist political parties show the strong influence of Karl Marx in their ideologies and political programmes. Social Democratic political parties have also been influenced by Marxist thought, although they reject most of these. 

Marxist ideas include concepts such as the class struggle, exploitation of the working class (proletariat) via expropriation of “surplus value” by the capitalist class (bourgeoisie), dictatorship of the proletariat, withering away of the State, dialectical materialism and so on. Communism is the Leninist version of Marxism (Marxism-Leninism). 
Neocolonialism

   This term refers to seemingly political independent nations (especially the developing nations of the Third World in Latin America, the Caribbean, Africa and Asia) who continue to be dominated economically by powerful foreign nations. Foreign corporations dominate their economies and they are often forced to follow the economic policy prescriptions spelt out by Western-dominated organisations such as the International Monetary Fund and the World Trade Organization in exchange for financial assistance.   
Neoliberalism

   Neoliberalism is an ideological movement which argues that market mechanisms should be introduced into all government operations, so as to improve efficiency and productivity. Thus, in Welfare States like the UK, neoliberals try to make government agencies function more like the private sector, e.g. through the introduction of performance measures and incentives. Privatisation and deregulation are also pushed by neoliberals in order to promote the growth of the supposedly more efficient private sector. In the USA, there is the existence of prisons run by the private sector. In American military operations in places such as Iraq, private sector military contractors are hired to supply services such as armed guards for convoys.    
Political Extremism
   A political extremist is a person who is a follower of radical left political thought (such as extreme versions of socialism such as militant Communism that totally reject democratic politics and advocate the seizure of power via armed struggle) or radical right political thought (such as ultranationalism or fascism or very radical versions of Political Islam such as that of Daesh/ISIS/ISIL in the Middle East). Political extremists typically view democratic politics and political compromise with contempt and often do not hesitate to use force and violence to reach their political goals.   
Political Islam 

   Political Islam refers to political movements that combine political activity with Islamic religious fervour. These movements typically want to establish an “Islamic State” based on Sharia law even if a country has a significant non-Muslim population. In Malaysia, PAS can be considered a local version of Political Islam. 
 Power

   One definition of power is the ability to get things done your way in spite of resistance from others. “Authority” is power which is regarded as being legitimate. Power can arise from various sources, e.g. wealth, highly valued skills, alliances with other powerful people, personal charisma, being elected into high political office such as President or Prime Minister.  
Propaganda

   This terms refers to distorted or manipulated mass media messages designed to influence the thinking of ordinary people, and to get them to act politically in favoured ways (usually ways favoured by the ruling regime). Propaganda can consist of misrepresentations (e.g. quoting political opponents out of context), half-truths or even outright lies (e.g. the claim that the Iraqi regime of Saddam Hussein possessed nuclear weapons and therefore should be overthrown via an invasion to prevent his first use of the “weapons of mass destruction”). In apartheid South Africa, the ruling regime attempted to portray all activists of the African National Congress (ANC) as “Communists” in order to prevent them from ending apartheid and institutional racism in the country.    

Race Supremacy 

   Race supremacists are people who believe that a particular ethnic group (“race”) is superior to all others (such as the Nazis who argued that German “Aryans” are the Master Race) or argue that “whites” are superior and should rule over a particular country and dominate “non-whites” (e.g. the apartheid regime of South Africa which ruled until 1994). In Malaysia, race supremacy manifests itself in the ideology of “Ketuanan Melayu” (Malay Supremacy), i.e. only Malays should hold ultimate political power and the highest political offices in the land because Malaysia is the “land of the Malays” and non-Malay immigrants and their descendants have been granted citizenship in return for continued Malay political domination (this has been called the “Social Contract” by Malay nationalists). The main flaw in this ideology is that “race” is socially constructed and there is a continuing problem with “ethnic boundary maintenance”, i.e. defending who is a Malay and who is not. Under the Malaysian Constitution, a “Malay” is a person who is a Muslim, who habitually speaks Malay, and who follows Malay customs and traditions. So, what happens to (1) a Malay who converts to another religion such as Christianity, (2) an Indian Muslim who speaks Bengali, and (3) a Chinese convert to Islam? Are they “Malays”? Also, some “Malays” in Malaysia are themselves descendants of immigrants from other places in Southeast Asia such as Sulawesi (the Bugis), Java, and Western Sumatra (the Minangkabau). 

Race – see Ethnic Identity

Racism

   Racism is the ideology that certain ethnic groups (“races”) are superior to others, and accordingly should enjoy preferential treatment in society. Nazism in Germany under Hitler was the most extreme manifestation of racist ideology. In order to prevent contamination by supposedly “inferior races” such as the Jews and Slavs, the first group was to be exterminated while the second group was to serve the German “Aryan” Master Race as dominated slave populations. During colonial rule in Malaya, whites were treated better than non-whites by the British colonial regime, e.g. whites held the highest economic positions although non-whites with higher educational qualifications and better work experience were available. There was preferential hiring and promotion of whites as compared to non-whites. Racist regimes often outlaw sex and marriage between a “superior race” and an “inferior race” to prevent miscegenation (race mixing). In the USA, there is the informal “One Drop” rule whereby anyone who has a non-white parent is deemed to be non-white even if he or she looks “white”. Thus, Barack Obama is considered to be “black” even though his mother was “white”.    

Repression

   Regimes commonly engage in repression to remove any threat to their political power or continued existence. Examples of repression include suppression of free speech and freedom of expression (including the mass media), harassment, imprisonment and torture or banning of specific individuals or political movements (such as countries that continue to ban Communist political parties even if they have given up armed struggle and are willing to engage in democratic parliamentary politics, or those who advocate multi-party democracy in countries such as China, Vietnam or Cuba). Some countries maintain a façade of democracy while engaging in various kinds of repression to remain in political power, e.g. Malaysia under BN rule and Singapore under PAP rule. These have been called “authoritarian democracies” or “partially free” countries.  

Right Wing

   This term arose from the days of the French Revolution where political conservatives and those who opposed radical change sat on the right side of the National Assembly. In modern politics, the term is usually used to refer to conservative (such as the Christian Democrats in Germany and Liberal Democrats in Japan and Republicans in the USA) and fascist political parties (such as the Nazi or National Socialist German Workers’ Party in an earlier era in German political history). Sometimes the terms centre-right and far right are used to distinguish between moderate conservative parties and fascist political parties.
Rule of Law

   This is the principle that “no one is above the law” and that, in theory at least, the law should be applied equally to everyone. Hence, political leaders and other influential people are not allowed to break laws with impunity, and they should be punished by the legal system if they do so.  
Separatism

   Separatist political movements are those which want to break away from an existing nation-state and become fully independent politically. Separatist movements can either try to achieve their goal violently or non-violently. An example of a violent separatist movement was the Basque nationalists (Eta) in northern Spain before they gave up armed struggle. Non-violent separatist movements include that of Scotland (the SNP or Scottish National Party) in the UK. An example of a separatist movement which was successful for a short while was the nation of Biafra (founded by Igbo nationalists in Nigeria). Biafra suffered military defeat later on and was forcibly re-incorporated into the federal republic of Nigeria. Sometimes, separatist movements are granted partial political autonomy (such as Aceh in northern Sumatra in Indonesia) and give up armed struggle and the goal of reaching full independence. 

Separation of Powers

   In American politics, this principle is used to avoid power concentration and tyrannical government through the division of political power between the President (the Executive), Congress (the Legislature) and the Supreme Court (the Judiciary) through a system of “checks and balances”. Federalism can also be used to divide political power between the federal government and state/provincial governments (as in the USA, India, Australia, Canada, Germany). Most modern democracies are also guided by a formal, written Constitution – the UK is an important exception.  
Sexism
   This refers to prejudice and discrimination against another person solely because of the person’s biological sex. Sexism is commonly aimed at women. Some scholars argue that prejudice and discrimination against trans-sexuals (biological males who want to dress and live as women, or biological females who want to dress and live as men) are also victims of sexism. Manifestations of sexism range from prejudice against women (regarding women as being less capable than men in general) to educational and job discrimination, to sexual harassment and violence against them (sex-selective abortion, physical abuse in marriage or rape).   
Social cleavages

   This refers to any social characteristic which divides the people of a particular nation-state, or which can be played up by cynical politicians to gain support and win political power. Examples include ethnicity (“race”), class, gender (“sex”), region, language, religion and so on. After the breakup of Yugoslavia, Serbian politician Slobodan Milosevich played up Serbian nationalism and this led to civil war and genocide in Bosnia-Herzegovina. “Ethnic cleansing” i.e. murder and forced emigration of particular ethnic groups, was a cynical term which arose because of the Bosnian civil war. In Malaysian politics, ethnicity, language and religion are commonly used by right-wing politicians to mobilise political support. Regionalism is an important factor in the politics of places such as Scotland in the UK and Quebec in Canada.           
Social Democracy

   Social Democracy is a moderate version of the ideology of socialism. It aims to promote socialist goals such as greater economic and social equality (more equal distribution of income and wealth, and promotion of minority rights and minority welfare respectively), and the setting up of a Welfare State through peaceful, parliamentary methods via the winning of political power through democratic politics. Social Democrats are critical of the authoritarianism of the more radical Communists (Marxist-Leninists) and their doctrine of “democratic centralism”, i.e. once the Communist Party has decided upon a certain policy, all Communists should follow the policy and party line strictly. Important social democratic political parties include the SAP (Social Democratic Workers’ Party of Sweden), the SPD (Social Democratic Party of Germany), and the Labour Party of the UK. The popular NHS (National Health Service) in the UK was first established by the Labour government of Prime Minister Clement Attlee in the late 1940s.  
Socialism 
   This term refers to a family of left-wing ideologies that aim to promote equality amongst social groups, e.g. greater equality in the distribution of income and wealth. Socialist movements and political parties arose in direct response to the social problems and social ills arising from capitalist industrialisation in areas such as England, France and Germany in the 19th century. These include bad working conditions in factories (low pay, long hours, health and life-threatening working environments, child labour, slum housing, high disease rates among working class people, etc) and exploitation of the populations of colonies controlled by Western powers. The First World War resulted in the split of the socialist movement between the Social Democrats and the Communists. Amongst Communists, there was a subsequent split between pro-Moscow and pro-Beijing communist political parties beginning in the 1950s. Social Democrats reject violence in the quest for political power to change society and favour participation in democratic politics while Communists (at least up to the collapse of Communism in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union) used all kinds of methods – following Lenin’s dictum that “you cannot make an omelette without breaking eggs”. Social Democrats have been instrumental in setting up the Welfare State in countries such as Sweden, Britain and Germany, while Communists parties continue to rule in countries such as China, Vietnam, North Korea and Cuba. Important figures in socialist thought include Karl Marx (although most Social Democrats reject Marxism) and Eduard Bernstein. Important Social Democratic politicians include Clement Attlee (UK), Tommy Douglas (Canada), Eugene Debs (USA), Lula da Silva (Brazil), Rafael Correa (Ecuador), Michelle Bachelet (Chile), Julius Nyerere (Tanzania), Francois Mitterrand (France), Willy Brandt (Germany), Jawaharlal Nehru (India). Significant Communist politicians include Lenin, Stalin and Trotsky (USSR), Mao Zedong (China), Ho Chi Minh (Vietnam), Pol Pot (Cambodia), Kim Il-Sung (North Korea), Fidel Castro (Cuba).             
Underemployment

   Underemployment refers to a job or work done by people who possess educational qualifications or prior work experience higher than what their present job actually requires, e.g. a PhD holder who drives a taxi to make a living. Underemployment can arise because of discrimination (e.g. Jews forced out of certain jobs during Nazi rule in Germany) or a mismatch between the requirements of the economy and the number and quality of university graduates being churned out by the educational system. In Malaysia, there are cases of university graduates forced to sell nasi lemak by the roadside in order to make a living.  

Unemployment

   Unemployment occurs when people who are not working are actively looking for a job. Housewives, students, retirees are not considered to be unemployed. But disabled people who cannot find work are considered to be unemployed. Types of unemployment include frictional, cyclical and structural unemployment. Frictional unemployment refer to people who are in between jobs (i.e. they have stopped work on one job and have not started work on a new job already in hand yet). Cyclical unemployment is related to the business cycle, with more people unemployed during an economic recession and more people working when the economy is booming. Structural unemployment increases when economic competition (e.g. from foreign imports) or technological changes make certain sectors of the economy go into decline. 

Utopianism
   The word “Utopia” means nowhere and comes from a book written by Sir Thomas Moore who imagined the existence of a perfect or ideal society. In politics, utopian movements can be motivated by religious (e.g. Political Islam which envisions the creation of a perfect Islamic State on earth) or secular ideas (such as Communism in its early days which wanted to create a classless society). The hippie commune movement of the 1960s and early 1970s in the USA is also an example of utopianism. Utopian movements can result in “nightmares”, e.g. the Cambodian Khmer Rouge Communists who ruled the country from 1975-1979 resulted in the death of millions of Cambodians from executions, disease and overwork. The Khmer Rouge tried to abolish money and the family as part of their ultraradical programme to reshape Cambodia starting from “Year Zero” (1975 – when they came to power).     
Voting with your feet

   This term refers to the decision to leave a particular political jurisdiction such as one’s country of birth because of dissatisfaction with its political system and its policies and laws, or in order to enjoy better economic opportunities in a foreign country. Large numbers of Malaysians of Chinese ethnicity have voted with their feet and migrated to foreign countries such as Singapore, Australia and the USA because of perceived institutional discrimination of Chinese-Malaysians by the government of Malaysia.  
Welfare State

   A Welfare State is a government which places major emphasis on formulating and implementing policies designed to enhance the economic well-being and social welfare of its citizens. For example, in the UK in the late 1940s, the Labour government launched its National Health Service (NHS) to increase access to healthcare for the British people. In countries like Germany and Denmark, higher education is free or heavily subsidised. In places like Sweden, affordable and high quality child care is funded and provided by the government. Currently, in Finland and the Netherlands, experiments with a Basic Income (i.e. the government providing a minimum sum of money without any obligations to eligible citizens every month of the year) are underway to test the feasibility of this idea in the face of persistent, long term unemployment among certain segments of the population.   
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DEMOCRACY

in this country or we can
have great wealth
concentrated in the hands
of a few, but we can't
have both.

- Louis Brandeis
U.S. Supreme Court Justice, 1856-1941





