From: Associate Professor Phua Kai Lit
Reading List for the Health, Knowledge and Society Module (2016)
The following books are required texts:
1. “Medical Sociology – Key Concepts and Issues”
Kai-Lit Phua and Yut-Lin Wong
Cengage Learning: Singapore, 2008

(read the relevant chapters)

The following books are highly recommended for your further reading:

1. “Health Care in Malaysia”
Chee Heng Leng and Simon Barraclough, editors. 

Routledge: London 2007
(this book is available in the Monash University Malaysia library)
2. “Social Injustice and Public Health”

Barry S. Levy and Victor W. Sidel, editors.

Oxford University Press: New York 2006

(this book is available in the Monash University Malaysia library) 

3. “Social Determinants of Health”

Michael Marmot and Richard G. Wilkinson, editors

Oxford University Press: Oxford 2006

(this book is available in the Monash University Malaysia library)

4. “Sociology as Applied to Medicine” 5th edition
Graham Scambler, editor

Saunders: Edinburgh 2003

(this book is available in the Monash University Malaysia library)

Lecture 1: Health and Medicine
Required readings:

1.   M. Huber et al. “How Should We Define Health?”

 BMJ July 26, 2011

 http://www.bmj.com/content/343/bmj.d4163
2. R. Horton “What’s Wrong With Doctors”

New York Review of Books 54(9) May 31, 2007

http://www.nybooks.com/articles/20214
3. R. Shea “The Long View”

Johns Hopkins Magazine Winter 2009: 34-39

http://archive.magazine.jhu.edu/2009/12/the-long-view/
4. K.L. Phua “Introduction to Medical Sociology for Biomedical Students”

http://www.pitt.edu/~super1/lecture/lec25781/index.htm
Recommended readings:

1. K.L. Phua and L.K. Lee "Meeting the Challenge of Epidemic Disease Outbreaks: An Agenda for Research" Journal of Public Health Policy, Vol. 26(1):122-132 2005 (Article is available from my personal library)

2. Koh T, Chiang C, Myint Soe, Candlish JK, Lim H, Ko H, Yeo A, Phua KH “What Makes a Good Doctor? Views of Non-Medical Professionals”
Singapore Medical Journal 39(12)  December 1998
http://www.sma.org.sg/smj/3912/articles/3912me2.html
Lecture 2: The National Healthcare System

Required readings:

1. David Quek “The Malaysian Healthcare System: A Review” (2008) http://xa.yimg.com/kq/groups/17717944/924627374/name/The+Malaysian+Health+Care+System+%282008%29.pdf
(Dr David Quek comments on the Malaysian healthcare system) 

2. K.L. Phua “Progressive Health Policies for a Healthier Malaysia”

http://phuakl.tripod.com/healthpolicy.doc
(My thoughts on how public policy can be changed to help improve the health of Malaysians)

3. From the website “Pagavalan’s Avatar”: Dr Pagavalan’s series of frank articles on the Malaysian healthcare system
http://pagalavan.com/education/for-future-doctors-malaysian-healthcare-system-for-the-dummies-part-1/
http://pagalavan.com/education/for-future-doctors-malaysian-healthcare-system-for-the-dummies-part-2/
http://pagalavan.com/education/for-future-doctors-malaysian-healthcare-system-for-the-dummies-part-3/
http://pagalavan.com/education/for-future-doctors-malaysian-healthcare-system-for-the-dummies-part-4/
Recommended readings:

1. “Health Care in Malaysia”

Chee Heng Leng and Simon Barraclough, editors. 

Routledge: London 2007

(this book is available in the Monash University Malaysia library)
2. Video “Health Insurance Whistleblower Details How the Industry Attacked ….”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=byooYCO6-y4
(this video to be watched only AFTER in-class screening of “Sicko”)

Lecture 3: Health Determinants
Required readings:
1. Richard Wilkinson and Michael Marmot, second edition “Social Determinants of Health: The Solid Facts” World Health Organization, 2003

(Documents how the health of individuals is strongly affected by their social condition) 

http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/98438/e81384.pdf
2. BBC News “Living with a Disabled Child”

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/panorama/2675921.stm
3. Guardian Unlimited “Catalogue of Abuse in NHS Care Homes”

http://society.guardian.co.uk/socialcare/story/0,,1992102,00.html
Recommended readings:

1. Disability
http://www.sociosite.net/topics/disability.php
(Provides links to websites dealing with disability and disability studies)
Lecture 4: Indigenous Health and Refugee/Asylum-Seeker Health
Required readings:

1. WHO 2007 “The Health of Indigenous Peoples” http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs326/en/
2. Jeyakumar Devaraj 1999 “Why are Orang Asli more Prone to Illness?” http://aliran.com/archives/monthly/2000/05f.html
3. Consumers Association of Penang “The Sorry State of Orang Asli Health” http://www.consumer.org.my/index.php/development/socio-economic/294-the-sorry-state-of-orang-asli-health
4. BBC News 2013 “Bushmen of Botswana – Bad Health as a Result of Destruction of Traditional Lifestyles and Culture?”                                              

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-24821867
5. Video: Racism – A History (Part 2)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IdBDRbjx9jo
6. You can skim this publication:  “Caring for Refugee Patients in   General Practice” http://111.223.234.246/~refugeeh/wp-content/uploads/CRPGP_DTG_4thEdn_Vic_Online.pdf
Recommended readings:

1.  Centre for Orang Asli Concerns (COAC) website on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Center-for-Orang-Asli-Concerns-COAC/144623915576639?fref=ts
Lecture 5: The Individual, Society and Health 
Required readings:

1. “Unnatural Causes” (US Public Television series on Social Class and Health)

http://www.unnaturalcauses.org/transcripts.php
2. BBC “Selective Abortion”

http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/abortion/medical/selective_1.shtml
(Gender and health)

3. BBC News “Women Suffer Violence Epidemic”

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/771182.stm
(Women and domestic violence)

4. BBC News “Brazil Weighs in on Skinny Models”

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/6305657.stm
(Women and anorexia nervosa in Brazil)

5. Common Dreams “Feminism's Long March: You’ve Come a Long Way, Baby (Or Have You?): The Women’s Movement, the Next Half-Century” http://www.commondreams.org/view/2013/02/21-5
6. Kwame McKenzie “Anti-Racism is an Important Health Issue”

BMJ 2003, 326:65-66 (11 January)

http://www.bmj.com/cgi/content/full/326/7380/65
(Ethnicity and health)

7. BBC News “Malaysia Maids Routinely Abused”

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/3914825.stm
(Discusses how foreign maids are ill-treated in Malaysia)

8. BBC News “Singapore Accused of Maid Neglect”

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/4502046.stm
(Discusses ill-treatment of foreign maids in Singapore)

9. BBC News “China’s ‘Cancer Villages’ Pay Price”

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/6271103.stm
(Reckless “economic development” and its impact on health)

10. BBC News “The Most Polluted Town in Europe”

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/6268741.stm
(Pollution and threats to health in Eastern Europe)

Recommended readings:

1. The Black Report (actual title is “Inequalities in Health: Report of a Research Working Group”) DHSS, United Kingdom 1980

(complete text is available at:

http://www.sochealth.co.uk/Black/black.htm )

(The British Black Report documents the persistence of the “social gradient in health” i.e. the association between low socioeconomic position and poor health in spite of 30 years of medical care made affordable by the British National Health Service or NHS)

2. Fernando De Maio “From Engels and Virchow to Wilkinson:  An Analysis of Research on Health Inequities” Radical Statistics 2010; 101: 3-9

 http://www.radstats.org.uk/no101/index.htm
3. Yin Paradies “A Systematic Review of Empirical Research on Self-Reported Racism and Health” International Journal of Epidemiology 2006 35(4):888-901 http://ije.oxfordjournals.org/cgi/content/full/35/4/888
Lecture 6: Access to Healthcare
Required readings:
1. Online Newshour  “Critical Condition” http://www.pbs.org/pov/criticalcondition/film_description.php
(Financial barriers hindering access to medical care in the USA)
2. BBC News “China’s High-Cost Health Care”

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/2949525.stm
(Financial barriers hindering access to medical care in China)  
3. Jeyakumar Deveraj 2004 “People Cannot Afford Higher Medical Bills” http://aliran.com/archives/monthly/2004b/11h.html
4. Video: The Price of Health

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qL3a57YvuJU
(Effects of medical tourism on the rest of the Thai healthcare system)

Recommended readings:

1. Martin Gulliford and Myfanwy Morgan, editors “Access to Health Care” Routledge: London, 2003
(this book is available in the Monash University Malaysia library)
Lecture 7: HIV/AIDS
Required readings: 
1. World Health Organization “Online Q & A on HIV/AIDS” 
           http://www.who.int/features/qa/71/en/index.html
Recommended readings:

1. Website of UNAIDS (Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS)

http://www.unaids.org/en/
(You can take a look at the various updates and reports which are available at this website under the “Data and Analysis” section)

Lecture 8: Pharmaceuticals
Required readings:

1. Alliance for the Prudent Use of Antibiotics 
“Antibiotic Resistance: Synthesis of Recommendations by Expert Policy Groups” World Health Organization, 2001
http://whqlibdoc.who.int/hq/2001/WHO_CDS_CSR_DRS_2001.10.pdf
(opinions of experts on how to deal with this challenge)

2. K.L. Phua and F. Achike  "Vioxx and Other Pharmaceutical Product      Withdrawals: Ethical Issues in Ensuring the Integrity of Drug and Medical Device Research, Development and Commercialisation" Clinical Ethics, Vol. 2(3):155-162, 2007 (this article discusses serious shortcomings in the entire process of drug research, development, marketing and the failure of government regulatory agencies). 

3. Public Citizen’s Health Research Group “Misprescribing and Overprescribing of Drugs” http://www.worstpills.org/public/page.cfm?op_id=3
(article from the health website of the American consumer group called “Public Citizen”)
4. Video: Drug Money 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1TwdsYVHjGA
Recommended readings:

1. BBC News “Thailand Takes on Drug Giants”

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/6587379.stm (Effort of developing countries such as Thailand to make pharmaceuticals affordable to HIV/AIDS patients in the face of opposition from drug companies) 

2. Public Library of Science Articles on “Disease-mongering”

http://www.ploscollections.org/article/browseIssue.action?issue=info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fissue.pcol.v07.i02 (These articles deal with different aspects of the challenge of “disease mongering” i.e. the selling of sickness to promote drug sales)

