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AMERICAN DEGREE TRANSFER PROGRAM
COURSE OUTLINE
SOCY 1013
Principles of Sociology
Phua Kai Lit, PhD
Semester: Summer 2018
COURSE DESCRIPTION
SOCY 1013 Principles of Sociology introduces students to some basic concepts and theories in order to understand our society and ourselves. It enables us to see how behavior is largely shaped by the group or organization to which we belong and the society in which we live. Topics included in the course are culture, socialization, social structure, groups, deviance, stratification, social institution and social change.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
At the end of the course, a competent student will be able to:
1. Describe the nature of the sociological perspective and the major theories of society. 

2. Describe the nature of sociological research and social inequality in society. 

3. Demonstrate a sociological understanding in studying social issues in society. 

TEACHING STAFF
	Lecturer
	Dr Phua Kai Lit

	Room
	

	Phone
	603-7491-8622 

	Email Address
	 phuakl@hotmail.com

	Consultation Hours
	By appointment

	Semester
	1

	Credits
	3

	Class Schedule
	M, Tu & F 12-2 pm 


ASSUMED KNOWLEDGE
There are no prerequisites for this course.
TEXTBOOK/S AND READING/S
Compulsory:
Macionis, J.J. (2018).  Sociology. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, Inc.
Additional:
Hesnlin, J.M. (2016).  Essential of Sociology: A Down To Earth Approach. New York:
Allyn and Bacon
Kendall, D. (2016). Sociology in Our Times: The Essentials. California: Wadsworth Cengage Learning.
ATTENDANCE
Students are expected to attend all classes, tutorials and practical sessions in the program. For certain courses, class attendance is compulsory and is also part of the assessment.
It is every student’s responsibility to attend all classes/lectures and participate in tutorials/practical sessions for each course in which he/she is enrolled. A minimum
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level of attendance may be required for program progression depending on the program in which he/she is enrolled.
All international students are expected to maintain a minimum of 80% attendance as required by the Malaysian Immigration Department for the purpose of student pass renewal.
E-LEARN
E-Learn is used in this course. E-Learn is a communication mechanism for students and staff. Students are responsible for regularly accessing this site for additional information.
ASSESSMENT DETAILS AND POLICIES
i. Assessment Breakdown 

	1.
	Presentations
	25%

	
	
	

	2.
	Test
	10%

	
	
	

	3.
	Assignments
	25%

	
	
	

	
	Total Coursework
	60%

	
	
	

	4.
	Final Examination
	40%

	
	
	

	
	Total Assessment
	100%

	
	
	


ii. Details of the Assessment 

Individual Rubrics will be provided for the different assessments. 
	DATE
	COURSEWORK
	PERCENTAGE

	By group
	Discussion Presentation
	10%

	
	Assignment: Media Paper
	10%

	
	Test
	10%

	
	Assignment: Challenge Paper
	15%

	
	Research Presentation
	15%


Discussion Presentation (SLO 1-3)
Choose one of the topics and give a detailed class presentation (working as a group). Use the IMRAD format for your presentation. Presenters should present it followed by a planned activity, which involves class participation.
The planned activity consists of a list of 10 questions (and answers) related to the topic of your group presentation. You will ask the class the 10 questions and they will be expected to answer the questions orally. The slides must be printed out and handed to the instructor before the presentation begins.
Media Paper (SLO 2 & 3)
To get students to realize how strong the mass media influences today’s society. Students will watch an online media case and then answer questions (in the form of a written paper).
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Test (SLO 1-3)
Be prepared for the test on the chapters that have been covered in class.
Challenge paper (SLO 1-3)
A challenge for sociology students is to learn how to read scholarly journal articles in a critical manner. You will choose one article from a list, and write a 2-page critical analysis of it.

.
Research presentation (SLO 1-3)
Students will carry out a small sociology research project and present the findings in class.
iii. Absence from Assessment 

Students are expected to be present for all in-class assessments (i.e. quiz, test) and the final examination at the time and place announced. They will in no circumstance be allowed to take in-class assessments and the final examination at any other time. If a student is absent for no good reason this will be recorded on the mark sheet and a mark of zero awarded. Illness will only be accepted as a reason for absence if the student presents a medical certificate issued by a doctor. Self-certification without a doctor’s confirmation is not a substitute. 
iv. Extension and Late Submissions 

The University requires students to adhere to submission deadlines for any form of assessment. Penalties applied in relation to unauthorized late submission of work are as follows:
· Coursework submitted after the deadline but within 1 week will be accepted for a maximum mark of 40%. 
· Any coursework handed in after seven days, and without an agreed extension will be regarded as a non-submission and marked as zero. 
· Submission of reseat coursework must adhere strictly to the deadline. No extension will be given and late submissions will be marked as zero. 
Course lecturers have authority to agree to extensions for coursework within their own courses and agreements will be documented.
v. Plagiarism 

University policy prohibits students plagiarizing any material under any circumstances. Plagiarism involves the unacknowledged use of someone else’s work, usually in coursework, and passing it off as if it were his/her own. This category of cheating includes the following: 
· verbatim copying or insertion of another person’s work (published or unpublished and including material freely available in electronic form) without appropriate acknowledgement; 
· the deliberate and detailed presentation of another person’s concept as one’s own; 
· unacknowledged quotation of phrases from another person’s work 
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vi. Grading Scheme 

	Grade
	Percentage
	Interpretation
	Signific

	
	Scale %
	
	ance

	A
	90-100
	Outstanding, Exceptional
	4.00

	B+
	85-89
	Very Good
	3.50

	B
	80 - 84
	Good
	3.00

	C+
	75-79
	Satisfactory
	2.50

	C
	70-74
	Acceptable
	2.00

	D+
	65-69
	Poor, Inadequate
	1.50

	D
	60-64
	Unsatisfactory but Not Fail
	1.00

	F
	0-59
	Fail
	0.00


vii. Final Examination 

The final examination will be conducted during week 8 of the short semester. It will last 2 hours including reading time.
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* The above details are subject to change.
During the summer semester, there will only be 7 weeks of classes. All the topics will be covered in the 7 weeks of classes.
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